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This document is intended to serve as a “Question & Answer” document for prospective applicants under the RFA for DC Workforce Intermediary – Construction Pre-Apprenticeship and Support Services.

The document responds to written questions submitted electronically by prospective applicants prior to 5PM on July 7, 2014. Additional questions submitted electronically by the deadline set forth in the RFA - July 10, 2014 at 4:00pm, and during the informational session on July 9, 2014 will be added as appropriate. 

General Questions (not specific to RFA content)
QG.1:  Have any grants been awarded in the past for similar grants?  If so, then what organizations are recipients?

AG.1: The WIC has not awarded grants for construction-specific workforce services previously. DOES funds several pre-apprenticeship and other training programs in the construction industry, but these initiatives utilize different program models. The program models specified in this RFA are informed by other successful programs in the District and nationwide, but have been tailored to meet specific needs identified during background research and interviews conducted in the development of this RFA, as well as ensure programming complements existing District-supported efforts.


QG.2: Who in the DOES planned Center for Construction careers can we work with on defining an adequate apprenticeship strategy?

AG.2: DOES expects to launch the Center for Construction Careers in the fall of 2014. Grantees will be required to coordinate with Center staff as specified for each program model in the RFA. However, applicants may not seek assistance from, or coordinate with, DOES staff in applying for this solicitation. Applicants should clearly define their own strategies for helping participants advance into and/or retain construction apprenticeship and other career opportunities based on the requirements specified for the program model they are applying for in the RFA.


QG.3: Was an outside organization solicited to create the scope of work?

AG.3: The RFA was created by WIC staff in consultation with DOES. WIC staff conducted interviews and/or site visits with over 40 stakeholders in the construction industry, including employers (general contractors, subcontractors, and developers), industry trade organizations, organized labor organizations (including apprenticeship sponsors), job training providers, and government officials with roles related to the industry in designing this RFA; as well as significant research on national best practices in workforce development.




I. Background (pp. 2-5 of the RFA)
No questions related to this section received to date.


II. Program Models Overview (p. 5 of the RFA)
QII.1: Is it possible to award multiple grants under each model or are you legally bound to only select one awardee?

AII.1: Multiple grants may not be awarded under a single program model under the terms specified in this RFA. The WIC has elected to award up to one grant of up to $225,000 to only one applicant (or applicant organizations in partnership) for each of the two program models specified in this RFA - (1) pre-apprenticeship training and (2) support services.  Applicants may propose to deliver services under only one of these two models, and may only submit one application to provide services under this solicitation. Applications from partnerships of two or more organizations are permitted and encouraged, particularly if the organizations possess complementary strengths in providing the services specified in the RFA, though a lead applicant must be identified as the grantee for fiscal and performance purposes.


III. Pre-Apprenticeship Service Model (pp. 6-11 of the RFA)
No questions related to this section received to date.


IV. Support Service Model (pp.11-16 of the RFA)
No questions related to this section received to date.


V. Eligible Applicants (pp. 16-17 of the RFA)
QV.1: Can an interested vendor list be created and disseminated to foster collaboration amongst various organizations?

AV.1: The WIC will not develop a list of interested applicants. However, applicants are free to discuss this solicitation with other organizations and may conduct their own outreach efforts to identify potential partners.


VI. Reporting and Data Collection Requirements (pp. 17-19 of the RFA)
No questions related to this section received to date.

VII. Review Process (pp. 19-22 of the RFA) 
No questions related to this section received to date.


VIII. Application Process (pp. 22-26 of the RFA, incorrectly listed as Section VII)
No questions related to this section received to date.


IX. Application Instructions and Components (p. 27 of the RFA, incorrectly listed as Section VIII)
No questions related to this section received to date. 
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