DI STRI CT OF COLUMBI A
OFFI CE OF THE DEPUTY MAYOR FOR PLANNI NG & ECONOM C
DEVELOPMENT

+ + + + +

SURPLUS MEETI NG

+ + + + +

MONDAY
JANUARY 5, 2026

+ + + + +

The Surplus Meeting was held at the Enery
Hei ghts Community Center, 5701 CGeorgia Avenue NW
Washi ngton, D.C., at 6:40 p.m, Vinita Phonseya,
Devel opnent Manager, presiding.

PRESENT
VI NIl TA PHONSEYA, Devel opnent Manager, DC DVPED

KETAN GADA, DC DWPED
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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
(6:42 p.m)

M5. PHONSEYA: Good evening. M nane is
Vi nita Phonseya and |’ mthe Devel opnent Manager with
the Ofice of the Deputy Mayor for Pl anni ng and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent. |'mjoined tonight with ny
col | eagues, Ketan Gada, Nate Klass, and WI I Chin.
And David Howard wll be here to assist ne, thank
you very much, to hel p set up.

First, | want to thank Council nenber
Janeese Lewi s George, ANC 4E Chai rperson Vince
M cone, and the other ANC comm ssioners for their
assi stance and continued input. And also to all
of the community nenbers who cane out and took tine
out of your evening to join us here today.

On behal f of the Executive Ofice of the
Mayor, we’'re here to collect community input on
potential public uses of real property to inform
the proposal to designate the parcels |ocated at
5760 Ceorgia Ave. through 5812 Georgia Ave. as
surplus properties.

When the District intends to di spose of
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District-owned properties for redevel opnent,
pursuant to the DC Code 10-801, they nust first be
decl ared surplus by Council. And as part of the
process, we're required to put on a public surplus
hearing to obtain community input on potenti al
public uses prior to submtting it to the Council.
The property appeared in the hearing notice that
was published last nonth on the 12th in the DC
Regi ster, and declaring the property surplus neans
that the property is not required for public uses.
Comrents that we collect tonight will be
recorded and submtted to the Council as part of
a surplus resolution and the Council will then
review the surplus resolution and conduct a separate
public Council hearing before noving to approve or
di sapprove of the surplus designation. So, it wll
be a separate Council hearing, but also public as
wel | .
Before we get into the public coment, |I'm
just going to provide a short background of the
property. So, as seen on this diagram the property

consi sts of an assenbl age of seven lots of real
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property |located in Square 2937. This is within
Ward 4, ANC 4E and it is within the 16th Street

Hei ght s nei ghbor hood of Northwest DC, with Enery
Park to the east. And on these parcels, there are
ei ght existing buildings including the historic Ad
Engi ne Conpany No. 22 firehouse, which is this | ot
that I'"'mcircling over here.

The nost northern lot, 5812 Georgia Ave,
sits directly south of The Soapstone apart nment
bui l dings. And then to the south is the | ot where
the Express Car Wash is. Alittle further out, it’s
at the intersection of Mssouri Avenue and CGeorgia
Ave, which is, as you all know, a nmjor east-west
and north-south junction for vehicular traffic, the
bus | anes, and al so the border of ANC 4A, 4B, 4D,
and 4E, as well as the nei ghborhoods of Brightwood,
Bri ght wod Park, and 16th Street Hei ghts.

So, the intent for tonight’s neeting is
to focus on whether there is a public purpose or
need for these properties. There will be, as |
nment i oned, opportunities in the future to discuss

any proposed devel opnment during the public
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di sposition hearing, as well as when Council holds
t he heari ng.

And t hen throughout the process, DMPED
will be neeting wwth the community in the future
to keep people inforned al ong the process, as well
as to collect coments and ot her suggestions for
t he proposed devel opnent of the property.

Before we start with comments, just sone
housekeepi ng. Just nmeke sure all cell phones and
el ectronic devices are on silent. W ask that you
be respectful to others. Each person will have
roughly about three mnutes to deliver their
comments. |f you go beyond, we wll ask you to send
your statenent in witten formso we nmake sure we
capture all of the remarks. W also have
transcription that wll be occurring, so we wl|
have a formal transcription of the hearing and that
will be posted to the DMPED website. That wll be
the repository of the various project docunents.

And then also a rem nder to keep your
comrents on the surplus designation, as we

nmentioned, you know, further along in the process,
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there will be opportunities related to the
di sposi tion.

Bef ore begi nning your remarks, if you can
state your nanme, your association, if youre with
an ANC or an organi zation or a nenber of the
nei ghbor hood, and if you can spell out any words
or parts of a nane that nmay be self-evident for the
transcription. W will finish with the | ast
testinony at 7:25 and concl ude the hearing by 7:30.

At this tinme, if you would like to provide
testinony, |I think we'll have the first couple
peopl e can either conme up and take the m crophone
and -- | think with a group of this size, we would
go in that order. Thank you.

(Pause.)

M5. JONES: (Good evening, everybody. |
just want to quickly introduce nyself and thank you
all for being here tonight. For those of you who
may not know, ny nane is N kki Jones. |'mthe ANC
Comm ssi oner 4D-01, where these properties are
| ocated. The ANC is going to stay out of offering

our opinion of how the properties are going to be
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used. We really want to hear fromthe conmunity.

But, really, on behalf of the conmm ssion
| just really want to thank you all for com ng out
tonight. | know that Vinita and her team are
collecting comments, but the ANCis also going to
be doing the sane thing. W’re going to have our
ANC neeting next Tuesday, for those of you who want
addi tional information about the properties as
well. But we just wanted to thank you all for com ng
out tonight. And if you have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to reach out to us, and
also the DMPED team Thank you so very nuch.

Appr eci ate you.

(O f-m crophone comments.)

M5. JONES: Yeah, please. It’s an open
mc, so please feel free to cone up.

MR. KOSKENROQUTA: Good eveni ng,
everybody. M nane is Antti Koskenrouta, that’s
AANT-T-1, KKOSKENROGUT-A | amthe ANC
4D- 01 Conm ssioner, so we're actually right nowin
ny SMD. Qur neeting is going to be held the third

Wednesday of this nonth, so if you live in 4D you're

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

wel come to join our neeting, as we wll be on our
docket as well. Thank you all for com ng.

M5. HARNER  (Good evening. M nane is
Deidre Harner. |'mone of your |ocal crazy cat
peopl e in the nei ghborhood. So, | have a vested
interest in what goes on down that alley because
there’s a nunber of spots where | feed cats, and
for the properties at 5812 and 5810, | feed at that
one | ocation, at the abandoned properties there,

| feed probably 10 cats a night. And, really, the

cats provide a service for the community. |’ mthere
to feed them |'mthere to get them connected to
services, for TNRs, for illnesses.

Recently, a few nonths back, sone |adies,
Kat e Fi nman and sone others cane in, and they went
down the alley and they picked up about 30 cats for
TNR.  Most of which were kittens, who were picked
up and adopted out. And so ny interest, of course,
is in the remaining cats, there's probably 15 cats
down that alley. There are at |least, like |I say,
10 at that spot. | don't get to see themall, all

the time, but at 5810 and 5812, | know t hat that
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building is very dilapidated. |It’s got to cone
down.

What | was really hoping for is that next
door, at Bob’s Motors, that you could partition off
a space where | could have sone sem -private access
to feed the cats, maybe put out sone -- nmaybe
possi bly erect sonme sem -permanent cat shelters and
feedi ng stations.

One of the properties |I’ve been | ooking
at is further down, it’s not on this |list here
toni ght, down by the church, there’'s a very huge
| ot there. But that’s not on tonight's agenda.

Just fenced off with a gate and a | ock so
| can put in sone shelters, sem -permanent shelters,
feeding stations, so that the cats that are in that
all ey that are providing services can still get the
resources that |I’mproviding for them resources
that Animal Care and Control is providing for them
and Kate Fi nman and her bunch of crazy cat | adies
who were doing the TNR and hel ping ne with getting
t hem care, because there are sonetines when Ani nal

Care and Control doesn’t take or won't cone pick
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themup. And then Katie Finman and her pals
transport all the way down to (inaudible), two hours
by bus, or by car. 1In the evening it’'s kind of a
| ong ways to go. So | really rely on them but |
just really would Iike sone consideration for those
cats, who | amvery close to. | love cats. Thank
you very nuch.

MS. LAURENT- MANTEY: Thank you. Good
eveni ng, everyone. Thank you all for hosting. M
nanme i s Deniece Laurent-Mantey and |'mw th the
nonprofit organi zation called Vessels Network. W
work with a nunber of |eaders who are right here
in this community. Qur support -- our idea for this
property, specifically the old engine building, is
rather different use than cats, but we would Iike
to -- we have a nunber of grants working with Howard
University' s Data Science, and we would |ike to use
the property specifically to establish an
I nnovation | ab that would support the conmunity in
artificial intelligence, innovation, and
t echnol ogy.

And so, it would be a comunity center with
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a specific focus on innovation. A w de range of
services fromteachi ng youth, pathways, young
adults, including a child care center as well, wth
different comunity service prograns at the center.

To summarize, this would be a center
focused specifically on innovation and technol ogy
and then artificial intelligence training at that
property. Thank you once again.

MR, LUCARELLI: Good evening. |Is this
t hi ng on?

PARTI Cl PANT:  Yes.

MR. LUCARELLI: Thank you. Good evening.

My nane is Carson Lucarelli, 4D 03 eneritus.
Qoviously, | love close by. | appreciate the young
| ady' s comments about the cats. | know where you're

comng from

One of the things that | would |ike, you
know, the agencies involved in this planning process
to study and explore is to really consider this is
an opportunity to provide sone really needed public
open space on Georgi a Avenue.

| ook at the Wal mart across the street,

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

o o B~ W DN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

12

which | occasionally shop at and appreci ate, but
when you | ook at the public space that site gives
back, it’s enbarrassing. And Georgia Avenue, in
particul ar, has a significant dearth of neani ngful
publ i c spaces where people can congregate and just
be thensel ves.

| think with a parcel this size, | nean,
it looks like, what, 1.25 acres, there would be sone
real |y nmeani ngful opportunities to achieve that.

So, thank you, and |I look forward to follow ng this
pr ocess.

MR. LARREA: Hello, everybody. M nane
iIs Corey Larrea. |I'mthe fornmer chair of the Carter
Barron East Nei ghborhood Association here in 16th
Street Heights. | know, it nay have been a year
or two back, Council nmenber Janeese Lewi s Ceorge
tried to get funding to have a library built at 5th
and Kennedy Streets. And | think that funding was
pul | ed.

So this mght be a great opportunity to put a
comrunity library, and maybe ot her m xed conmmunity

space, at one of these properties.
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Qur closest library, Shepherd Park, is a
mle and a half to the north and then Petworth is
1.3 or 1.4 mles south. W have a |ot of seniors
i n the neighborhood, a lot of famlies. This would
be an excellent use of this space.

When Matt hew Enery, the fornmer Mayor of
D.C., gifted Enmery Park and the [and that we’'re on
now, he gifted it under the assunption that D. C
woul d use this as public space. And definitely,
| think, adding a library across the street to a
rec center and a park woul d nake a | ot of sense.
Thank you so nuch.

(O f-m crophone comments.)

M5. SIMMONS: Hi, everyone. M nane is
Karrenthya Simmons. | don't live in the
nei ghbor hood, but ny son is here tonight for
basketball. [|’man ANC commi ssioner in Chevy
Chase. | just want to echo what the guy said before
me. That's what | canme up here to say.

One of the things | |ove about ny
nei ghbor hood in Chevy Chase is we have the library,

we have the community center, we have little shops.
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So | think a library would be good for this area
because the cl osest one, | |ooked up, is Takoma Park,
maybe 1.1, and then another one was maybe 1.2. So
| think having a smaller, satellite |ibrary would
be good, especially for kids. | have a young kid.

Al so, utilizing the space for an open
public space, because up along this corridor there’'s
not a | ot of open spaces. There are sone back here,
and | know this is supposed to be redevel oped at
sone point in tinme, but just a place to have the
community to gather, especially nultigenerational,
so we have seniors, we have young people. So just
utilizing the space for the public for everyone to
gat her.

And just so you all know, | have lived in
four of our eight wards in D.C., so | know what --
| "ve been around the city and | know one of the things
that | |ove about this city -- I'"mnot originally
fromhere -- is being able to gather, cone together,
and interact with everyone, even if they' re ny age,
younger, or older. So, those are ny conments.

Thank you.
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MR. | SRAEL: Thank you for holding this
tonight. M nane is Zach Israel. |I’ma fornmer ANC
conm ssi oner on ANC 4D, 4D-04, back in 2021-2022.

Li ke the two prior speakers just nentioned, |I'm
here to urge DMPED and the executive to build a
public library on this site.

It is sonething that first canme to ny
attention back all in the fall of 2020 when the D.C.
Public Library in their own master facilities plan
identified this area as one of six nei ghborhoods
that essentially is a library desert.

As the fornmer speakers noted, the Shepherd
Park Library, Petworth Library, Takoma Library, the
new one on South Dakota Avenue, they’'re all between
1.1 and 1.5 mles away. This is a very wal kabl e
nei ghbor hood and the people that live in these
nei ghbor hoods deserve a public facility, like a
library, in this area that our own governnent has
i denti fied.

As has been nentioned, Council menber Lew s
Ceorge has repeatedly -- | can go through the entire

history; I will submt all of the testinony -- |’ve
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testified about eight tines on this issue before
the Council in the last three or four years. So
Il send all that to DMPED. She has repeatedly
asked for funding, and DCPL, in conjunction with
DMPED, hasn’t utilized that funding. 1In the
current budget for FY26 has about $2 million
allocated, that's in | aw now, that DWMPED and DCPL
can use.

| will note, earlier in 2025, DCPL reissued
its master facilities plan and explicitly said that
t hey were onboard with what they were calling a
conmunity commons pilot programin the Brightwood
Par k/ Kennedy Street area. So, not a full-service
l'ibrary, sort of a scaled-down version. 1'min
support of a full-service library here. | think
there’s anple space for it.

So | would urge the city to really, really
take a hard ook at this. This is sonething that
ANC 4D has repeatedly issued their support for.

Qur Counci | menber has repeatedly asked for funding
for it and has gotten noney in the budget. Let’s

actually do it now
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Now, in addition, in ny last mnute that
| have, | think a really interesting thing that I’ m
not expert in, but I’'ve been to, is the Wst End
Li brary between Foggy Bottom and Dupont Circle.

And it’s really intriguing to ne because the ground
| evel is the library and then there’s housing on
top of it.

And so, sone type of m xed use in that way
| think could go a long way here in ensuring there’'s
robust, deeply affordable housing as well on top,
and then having a library on the ground | evel, and
maybe sone m xed use retail as well. And so, | would
hate to see this as a m ssed opportunity, like
sonmeone nentioned 5th and Kennedy was identified
as a location. There's not that nuch capacity, |
t hi nk, al ong Kennedy Street, so this is a great
opportunity to have a full-service library there.

Thank you very nuch.

M5. VYFHU S: Good eveni ng, everyone. M
nane i s Adrienne Wfhuis and | ama native
Washi ngtonian and I would love to see this space

be designated for teaching all of the D.C residents
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who need job training skills in the trades and al so
Al , as soneone had nentioned earlier, data. M
background is in biomedi cal engi neering and
clinical psychol ogy, and none of that cane from ne
being a D.C. resident, but | know that D.C
out sources so much and | would like to see nore
poured into the residents as far as being able to
take part in all of the devel opnment that goes on
in the city.

| have, for many years, not only contracted
with D.C. students as far as tutoring services and
different things like that, but | also have taught
job training skills. And nost of our residents that
graduate from-- many of our residents; | can’'t say
nost -- many of the residents that graduate from
D.C. public schools w thout sonme college track
really don’t have much else to go on with besides
maybe going and getting a job at the very few pl aces
that are left for people with low skill |evels.

And | think this is a great opportunity,
with the high schoolers and all the junior highs

and different people in this area, that really can
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be used to bolster D.C. residents in a way that we
have not seen in a very long tinme. And | think that
D.C. residents deserve to take part in all of the
devel opnent and all of the opportunities that D.C.
gover nnment does have, because we spend billions and
very little of that goes directly back to the
resi dents.

PARTI Cl PANT: Good evening. M nane is
Umn (phonetic). | live across the street. |
support what a few people before ne said. | agree
there should be a library, but please don’t nake
it Iike West End because nmultiple tines they have
had fl oodi ng i ssues with the apartnents upstairs
and the library has had to close. They share
pl unbi ng because it’s cheaper, so let’s be cogni zant
of that.

Second, | agree about a job center.
Multiple times | hear people conplaining that they
don’t want to go all the way to M nnesota Avenue.

If we put it up here and we see all the people

hangi ng out all day, there’'s no excuse for themto

say they can’'t get across town, they don’t have bus
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fare. You can wal k.

A few years back, they closed all the
techni cal schools, so let’s reopen them because
not everybody wants to go to college. And now it
seens like it’'s not affordable, so let’s go back
to masonry, electricians, carpentry. These are
skills that you get a paid internship, you get a
good union job, you can afford to stay in the city.

And a m ni park, sonething wal kabl e,
because it wll -- | think there’'s a way to do it
where it’s traffic cal mng, maybe they put an i sl and
or sonething, and so it attracts people’ s eye | evel
to the park so people that don’t just barrel down
CGeorgi a Avenue, but they’'d want to stop and enj oy
it like the rest of us. Thank you.

M5. CALOMARI S: (Good evening. M nane is
Xan, X-A-N. M last nane is Cal omari s,
CAL-OMA-RI-S | live across the street, on
1227 Madison. |It's hard to mss nme; |'mthe yell ow
house across from Dol l ar Tree. Second generation
Washi ngtoni an; ny kids are third generation. M

son did the nmural in the boxing gym which he’'s
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finishing up now.

| amreally happy that this neeting is
occurring. Library, it’s an excellent idea.
Sanme with the job training center. But | do want
to point sonmething out, as soneone who's of G eek
descent: we do three things restaurants, real
estate, and produce. | think it would actually be
very useful to have sone -- to encourage sone private
busi ness, because that creates job opportunities.

Not just a place that can only hire two or three
peopl e, but places that can give opportunities for
teenagers to work. | nean, | started working when
| was 13.

And so | think m xed use is fantastic.
Li brary, nunber one on ny list, 100 percent. And
| love the idea of the open space. M only issue
with that is | live three blocks from4D and |I'm
on the phone with themnightly. |'mon the phone
with them every single day.

So | think that's a great idea, but that’'s
al so going to involve some type of private security,

because we can’'t get the police four blocks away
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to stop casing shells. M kids know how to hit the
ground. They know the difference between a double
barrel and a 9 nmshot. Sixteen years living there,
we hear it every day, and that’'s at 1229.

Al'so, | love the sewage comrent, because
you can’t just tear down a one-story house and put
eight units in there and expect the plunbing to work.

That's a disaster. The infrastructure is
extrenely inportant. The R&D, the research and
devel opnent, is inportant.

|"ma |ifel ong Washi ngtonian; only |eft
to go to NYU and canme back. M kids are so proud
to be third generation. M son goes to WI son,
Jackson-Reed. He's proud to go to his
grandfather’s school. Both kids went to Barnard.

My daughter goes to Hardy. W are very proud

Washi ngtonians. | still call themthe Redskins.
Sorry. | hope that doesn’t offend anybody. |
still refer to the Wzards as the Bullets. | nean,
" mthat old.
The point is, | amvery proud of this city.

My kids are proud of this city. They're really
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proud to be from Washington. W didn't just, |ike,
come here from-- yeah, I’ma pale G eek person.

Like, we didn’'t just land here to gentrify. This
is our city. And, obviously, I"'mup and down --

| don’t drive; ny husband does; he’'s got a Ford

Bronco -- I"mup and down this stretch about seven
times a day, Walnmart and everywhere, but, |ike, we
don't have -- and we can’t do anything about -- and

it’s sad, the plight of people who are hungry,
unhoused, having issues, that are just lying in
front of Walmart.

| mean, explaining to ny little one, who
was actually born in this -- where we |ived here;
we used to live in Logan Crcle -- why we have to
step over soneone who was nucho borracho, she was
like, is he dead? | said, no, sweetheart, he had
a long day. But that shouldn’t be happeni ng when
we are two bl ocks from 4D.

So, | love the open space idea -- and we
have one, right there, and it’'s the sane thing.
| mean, if you go up on the hill, a block from

Wal mart, people are passed out all day long. |It’s,
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i ke, not safe for anybody.

| | ove everything that everyone has said.
| think we’'re pretty cool on subsidized housi ng.
We have a new 80-unit, 5201, which I can see it
fromny kitchen. There have already been seven
incidents. It’s interesting. But | would like to
encour age sone commercial m xed use, because that
can provide jobs, particularly for teenagers, |ike
a nmom and pop coffee shop or sonething |ike
Moreland’s Tavern. | worked there when it was
sonet hing el se, when it was Swanpoodl e.
bartended for 20 years.

| Iove the job center idea, but | want to
see nore opportunities for our youth and everyone
to be able to work sonmewhere and be part of the
comunity.

| don’t know. | net soneone a few weeks
ago -- I'mjust going to end with this -- who was
standing in front of what used to be the Brightwod
Bistro. And it was very interesting what he had
to say. He was like, oh, we’'re going to open a

coffee shop. | nean, like, he’'s a club owner. |
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know this guy. M husband and | have been

bartenders for over 25 years. W’re going to open

a coffee shop. I'mlike, really? | nean, | grew
up here, so | renenber when |Ibex -- | nean, | used
to go to the go-go clubs. | know. Don't let this
hair fool you. | didn't wear this.

(Laughter.)

M5. CALOMARI S: But ny dad was a nightclub
owner, so he would actually drop ne off and pick
me up.

But 1'’mso gl ad people showed up for this,
because the city neans a hell of a lot to ne and
we' re not goi ng anywhere. You' re stuck with that
crazy yell ow house and our really bad Hal | oween
decorations. W’re not going anywhere. | nean,
our kids are going to college. |'mso happy
everyone showed up. Love it. Library, public
space, and m xed use commercial to pronote jobs for
everybody. That’'s all | got. Thank you so nuch.

MR, LARREA: Can | ask a question? Corey
Larrea. Just a question for anyone who' s spoken

al ready and called for open or public space. Wuld
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that nean, like, a mni park or sonething? Wat

Is a public space? Like, what would we envi sion

a public space? Because we have Enery Park across
the street that is, |ike, painfully neglected by

the city, and | would just be concerned that turning
a couple nore of these lots into nore green space,
that they would al so be neglected as well.

So, | didn’t know if there were ideas about
how to activate a public space into one or nmany of
these lots. It’'s just a question for nme. | don't
know i f anyone knows.

(Si mul t aneous speaking.)

MR. LUCARELLI: Yeah, Carson Lucarelli.

So, when | was tal ki ng about finding some way to
delicately stitch some sort of public open space
conponent into whatever is studied or explored here,
what | neant was not turn the whol e darned thing
into that because, you know, | agree with everything
that’ s been said before, specifically especially
about the library.

So, as you're designing the site froman

architectural planning perspective, if there’'s a
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way to incorporate, you know, stitch in sone sort

of public space into that overall design of the site.
Maybe it is some sort of plaza that’'s integrated

with an entrance or sone sort of open space feature.
Maybe it’s on the roof, |ike MK

"1l leave that up to the experts, because
| don't want to be overly prescriptive here, because
it's alot of real estate and there's a | ot of
different ways to take a bite of the apple, so to
speak. So, yeah, whether it’'s vertically or
hori zontally integrated, | think it would be a great
candi dat e.

Because you're right, there is a park
across the street, and ny fiancee and | spent the
afternoon there the other weekend. But it’s
horribly programmed. And it’'s not accessible, so
if you re in a wheelchair or you need sone sort of
nmobility device to get around, it’s sort of
off-limts. And | think it’s just highly
underutilized. | don’t think it should go away,
but I think, fromthe inaccessibility perspective,

it’s difficult, especially for seniors and fol ks
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who are nobility- or visually-challenged.

(Of the record coments.)

MR. BONAR: Hey, everyone. |’ m Sam
Bonar. | live on the other side the neighborhood,
on Farragut. | have sone simlar coments, but also

| think it’s relevant to what you were saying, Corey.
| definitely -- | nean, | love a |ot of

the i deas people have said. Sorry | mssed a little

bit of what was said at the beginning. | really
bel i eve using public space for kind of, |ike, common
pur poses, whether that -- you know, public space
doesn’'t have to be a park, it can be still a

devel opnent, but maybe a devel opnent that isn’'t just
used for one busi ness.

So, there’'s a lot of different nodels of
this. There's kind of the shared markets or |ike
a shared seating for different businesses. And |
| i ke that because it creates a |low barrier -- you
know, what a | ot of people call third spaces. So,
It doesn’t have to be a park, but just a place where
anyone can go and be and exist and gather. [It’s

ni ce because then, like, if people have different
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create sonme of those opportunities. There's
busi ness, there’s devel opnent, but there's also a
| ow barrier space so it isn't only for people who
can afford to use those spaces.

So, | really believe in that. There' s a
ki nd of econom c devel opnent called community
weal th building, whichis really rooted in both
cooperative econonics, but also nore broadly about
col | aborati ve approaches. Like, how do you not
just privatize a space for one organi zation, but
maybe you make a public conmons partnership where
you say, okay, this group of people or this group
of businesses is going to nmanage this space together
and, in a lot of ways, creating nore economc
denocracy, so that there’'s a way that space and noney
and the revenue that cones fromthe jobs that get
created, it’s not just only one entity gets to nmanage
that, but these are public spaces. How do we
continue to be a public space while still both
conmuni ty nenbers and community busi nesses can have

a stake in that?
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And, yeah, | think those kinds of things
can also create jobs. And a lot of tines the way
we do econom c devel opnent is we incentivize
busi nesses to create jobs, but how nuch we’'re giving
that incentive may not -- we nmay be able to give
a much smaller incentive for a |ocal business or
a smal |l er business or a conmunity business or a co-op
to be able to create just as many or nore jobs.

This may be controversial, again,
dependi ng on what you believe in, |eaving aside
whet her you think the RFK Stadi um was the right nove,
we total ed, essentially, per job was over $200, 000
per job. And so that is not -- if you do those
di vision of the anount of incentives. And so maybe
we could have created twice as many jobs with that
amount of incentives if we had incentivized a
smal | er busi ness or groups of smaller businesses
to do sonething like that.

Agai n, |eaving aside the opinions, | know
peopl e have | ots of nuanced opinions about the RFK
Stadi um but nore just saying we could do econom c

devel opnent in a way that is nore cost-effective
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and that people have nore of a deep-rooted say in,
especially in a small scale like this, that may not
be as attractive to sone of the big businesses.

PARTI Cl PANT: | just want to say one final
thing before we start wapping up here. And | know
this nmeeting is about giving community ideas about
how to use the space, but | know for certain that
all the folks in Ward 4 over the past year and a
hal f have dealt with a |Iot of construction. A |ot
of you have dealt wth all the nuisances with various
pr oj ects.

So | just want to put on the record for
the folks at DVWPED, that as you all are starting
to get your ideas, as you're starting to do RFPs,
as you're starting the work product, that you really
conmuni cate to the people who are doing this
project, the community |eads, that they comunicate
with the community.

Because here have been a | ot of tines when
t he water has been cut off around the 14th Street
and Kennedy Street area and nobody knew it was

happeni ng. There have been tines -- well, even now,
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they are still tearing up the road on 14th Street.
Once again, | knowit’s not your fault, but they're
still tearing up the road on 14th Street and nobody

knows when it’s happening, and we find out after
the fact or while they're doing it.

So, | think, for the community, whatever

I s happening, we want to be involved in the process.
And also | think open communication is really the
key here. W' Il give you our ideas, we will support
you however we can, but really we want to nmake sure

that communication is a two-way street.

As you know, this area, this conmmunity is
very active and they're very passionate about what's
going on. And so, | guarantee you, if people do
not conmunicate with us, you re going to hear about
it. | just want to nmake sure | put that on the
record, because even from community outreach or
dealing with | aw enforcenent, however we decide to
use the property fromthat standpoint, just nake
sure that you're communi cating the best about that.

| think that would nmake a great difference in

what ever gets decided. Thank you.
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M5. MOSSI: |'m Gabriela Mdssi and |'’mthe

Executive Director of Uptown Conmunity Initiative.
We're a nonprofit that runs two main street
prograns: Uptown Main Street and Petworth Main
Street.

Now, |I'’m not here to comment on what coul d
happen here. | just have sone questions that
perhaps the O fice of the Deputy Mayor can answer,
just to clarify, just to help us start thinking about
this property.

Nunber one is, there is the Ad Engine
Conpany, which | assune is historic and that nust
be kept, at |east the facade. R ght? Is that
right?

M5. PHONSEYA: Yes. It’s on the National
Regi ster of Historic Places.

M5. MOSSI: It’s on the National Register.

So that will need to be preserved and creatively
i ncorporated into whatever it is that we're
thinking. So that’s one.

Two, is there a property between 1760 and

1764? O a lot? | thought we had discussed at a
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( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

M5. MOSSI: O is that just an alley?
There’s no property, then?

MR. GADA: There's an alley either between
the firehouse or --

PARTI Cl PANT: Yeah, there is. It goes
right to ny alley, |like that w nding one.

M5. PHONSEYA: Is that the one by Papa
John’ s?

MR. GADA: Yeah, there’'s an alley there.
There's alley between Papa John’s and the
firehouse.

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

M5. MOSSI: So, there’s an alley. And
then there are --

( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR. GADA: That alley is a private all ey,
that’s part of it.

M5. MOSSI: It's a private alley.

MR, GADA: It’s part of the property.

M5. MOSSI: A-ha, so do you own it or does
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sonebody else own it?

MR. GADA: Now the District owns it.

M5. MOSSI: The District owms it, so the
District does own everything within that red square?

That’'s actually nmy question, just in case there
Is not one small piece of property there that has
a hold out and then we really have to think about
t hat .

PARTI Cl PANT:  No.

( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

M5. PHONSEYA: It’'s all contiguous.

M5. MOSSI: Ckay, great. So, those are
my questions. W can think of this as this entire
type of a triangle --

MB. PHONSEYA: Yes.

M5. MOSSI: And the historic property mnust
be incorporated or it could be its own entity,
dependi ng on how we envi sion what's going to happen
here. R ght? Ckay, so those are just ny
questions. Thank you.

PARTI Cl PANT: So, you said sone

suggestions, Corey. | think a splash park, | think
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an ice skating rink in the winter, a roller skating

rink in the sumer.

M5. CALOMARIS: |1'd | ove a pool, just
sayi ng.

PARTI CI PANT: | was thinking that --

( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

PARTI CI PANT: -- like a lap pool. And I
don't even know how big -- maybe a | abyrinth where

peopl e can wal k, because that would bring peopl e,
fromstroller to senior age, you d have sonething
at every age. If you have a stage, people can
perform You can watch sonething while you eat.

For the fire station, in Silver Spring
there was a fire station that was restored and they
turned it into a restaurant called Fire Stati on,
right there on Georgia Avenue. So it’s a good idea
to copy if someone knows how to run it.

The carwash you all don't own? That's
st ayi ng?

M5. PHONSEYA: The one south of here, no.

UNKNOWN FEMALE: Onh, okay.

(Laughter.)
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PARTI Cl PANT: That one's staying.
That's private property.

PARTI CI PANT: Hi, ny nane is Annali sa.
|"ve lived here for two years. |'mnot from here,

but | pretend that | amor that | know things

Washi ngtonians know. | really -- I"mjust here to
| earn and observe, but |’ mwondering, |ike, what
happens -- what is the outcone? 1|s the only option

here to have a community space for the community
or, like, could the District just take it over?
PARTI Cl PANT: They already own it. They
al ready have it.
PARTI Cl PANT: So, the idea is that, |ike,
this will definitely be used for sonething in the

communi ty?

PARTI CI PANT: | nean, the city could just
sell it to soneone el se.

PARTI Cl PANT: Okay, well, | guess |I'malso
here to say | would be very against that. | think
it should stay in the community and | don’t -- |I'm

in support of a lot of the things that have been

said here. |'’mvery agai nst another devel opnent,
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because |"ve only lived here for two years and |
hate seeing all of this construction on Georgi a Ave.
for enpty apartnents to sit or for dead water to
sit in an open construction thing for years. So
|’mvery anti that and pro sonething for the
community, where it be a pool or a splash pad or
sonet hi ng.

MR. BONAR: One ot her thought again --

PARTI Cl PANT: Can you state your nane?

MR. BONAR: Sam Bonar, sorry. Another
thing that doesn’t exist anywhere else in the city,
really, is a maker space. And | think that’s
connected potentially to both the desire to have
al nrost |ike business incubators and stuff |ike that
and job opportunities as well as a library.

Ri ght now, really, the only successful
nodel is a small one in the basenent of the MK
Library. And so I’'d love to see one that was maybe
nore open to community nenbers that is nore
accessible. | knowin the city-run one there's a
little higher barrier. But | just wanted to throw

that out there as another idea related to the idea
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of -- I think it would probably be a library if we
did that. But, again, making it a conmunity space
that also, | think, can have business and econom c
devel opnent kind of drivers associated with it.

M5. HARRIS: Hi, nmy nane’s Wanda Harri s.

|’ve lived in the community for al nost 39 years,

but | am born and raised in Northeast D.C , born
i n Providence Hospital, and would | ove, |ove, |ove
-- because I'’ve lived in Ward 5 and we fought for
years for a library, and now living in Ward 4 trying
to do it again -- so | wuld love to see a library.

| amon welfare, | use a lot of public
transportation, and | would love to see that. Wat
| wouldn’t love to see is that the city sells this
to nore devel opers who don’t live in the District,
who don’t care about the District, and have no
i ntention of doing anything for the people of the
District. | would like for this space to be used
for the people of this community, who care about
this community deeply and work hard for this
communi ty.

PARTI CI PANT: Thank you for your
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coment s.

PARTI Cl PANT: Can | nake one nore conment?

PARTI CI PANT: Sure, please.

PARTI Cl PANT: |s it possible for you to
buy that car wash if --

PARTI Cl PANT: Can you state your nane,
pl ease.

PARTI Cl PANT: | was just saying, is the
car wash firmthey' re not going to sell it? You
all can't buy it or emnent domain it so you can
have t he whol e thing?

PARTI Cl PANT: Can you state your nane?

PARTI Cl PANT:  Um .

PARTI CI PANT: It’s a private property so
(inaudible). It wasn't for sale.

M5. CALOMARI S: Anyone can be bought.
Sorry, that’s off the record.

PARTI Cl PANT: Can't they em nent donmin
it like they did in Southwest?

( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR. LARREA: Corey Larrea. And just to
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confirmhow this works, this isn't an all-or-nothing
the city keeps it or sells it. The city can decide
to keep half of it and then sell half of it as
surplus. So it could be a library, public space,
and then we could sell it to devel oper with sone
covenants saying this needs to be a m xed use
devel opnent housi ng and conmercial retail on the
bott om

MR GADA: Thank you for the comrents.

| think basically this property, the whole idea

PARTI Cl PANT: Can you pl ease speak up a
little?

MR. GADA: Sure. The city has bought that
entire property and | think we've kind of gone
through all the different agencies to figure out
if there's any public use on it, and there was no
public use that was identified. So, at this point,
| think the city would basically | ook at the current
zoning of the site and (inaudi ble) once we go through
the process. As we go through that process, the

RFP process, you guys will have plenty of
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opportunities with our office, but also with the
teans working on the proposals to kind of inform
themas to what the community wants.

Al the comments that you guys have here
are really awesone comments. W' re going to take
It back to Council, and that’s also part of the
package, and that goes to the devel opnent community
out there that's going to be bidding on it
eventual | y.

Any ot her comments?

M5. PHONSEYA: Do you want to give another
opportunity for --

M5. VWFHU' S: 1’1l make it real quick.

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

M5. VYFHU S: Adrienne VWfhuis. GCkay, so
go back to the gentleman that spoke about the naker
space, which | have used a lot at MK and | think
it's fantastic. | was envisioning, like, the Ad
Engi ne Conpany coul d be a space simlar to Union
Mar ket, where you allow small businesses to go in
there as an incubator. And the rest of the space

should be -- | think D.C. definitely needs to | ook
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sone of that Al, which is going to be very big in
the next two to three years.

| mean, those are opportunities that could
fund D.C. residents to really start to take
ownership in the city, because |I’'ve seen a | ot of
comments online about people who got their first
summer job fromthe Sumrer Youth Enpl oynment Program

Now, why is that job programthat’s
decades-old the one thing that people can say that
they got fromthe city, that they can say that kind
of gave themtheir start? W really deserve better.
W pay a lot of taxes and, as a D.C. resident, |
don’t even work in D.C, because there was no job
that | was qualified for that | could enable nyself
tolive in this city and pay ny bills and just have
sone type of quality of life. And | think, given
the propensity that D.C. has to spend on everything,
they need to spend it on their residents. They need
to spend it on their residents. That's all.

MR. GADA: Thank you again for your

coments. At this point, | think it’s al nost 7:25.
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Before we close out, | wanted to give an opportunity
to the Council menber to have a few words. And then
["1l turn it over to you.

COUNCI LMEMBER LEW S CGEORGE:  Awesone.
Thank you so nuch. Thank you. | know Chris
(phonetic) fromny staff has been here the entire
time taking notes.

When this originally cane to the Council,
we sort of got it -- maybe heard about it the Friday
before the Tuesday, and | imedi ately started making
some calls to figure out howis this action going
to inpact us. | had ny staff reaching out to our
smal | busi nesses who woul d be inpacted by what this
woul d look like. And | had a conversation with
DMPED about what do you envision for this.

And in the conversation, sort of talking
to Director Al bert about what was envisioned for
this, I was expressing to her that, if this is a
space that we do sonmething with, we don’t want it
to be sitting there vacant and blighted. W have
enough vacant and blight up and down the corridor.

We al so don’t want another -- and no
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of fense to these businesses; | have nothi ng agai nst
any of these businesses -- we don’t need anot her

| iquor store. W don’t need another beauty supply
store. W don’'t need anot her vape shop. Like, we
don’t need that. And that seens to be the only

busi nesses that we have been able to attract or get,
even with our Main Streets recruiting as heavily

as they have been to try to get nore businesses.

And so, when | talked to them | said, is
this an opportunity where we can actually bring
af f ordabl e housi ng, where we can actually have
retail, where we can actually activate comunity
space? And is that sonething that we can possibly
do? A lot of these properties, as you know, as you
see them have been vacant or blighted for a nunber
of years, and not because people haven't tried to
sell -- tried to get into these properties.

So, when we’'re looking at trying to
revitalize upper CGeorgia Avenue and nake this a
space and place for our comunity, what we want to
do is bring in good retail. What we want to bring

in nore housing for famlies. Wat we want to do
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IS reimagi ne what this space can | ook |ike.

|*ve had | ong conversations with the Fire
Departnent as well. And so they are part of the
conversation, because this is a firehouse that they
do use for training and it is a training space that
they value. |It’s been the spot for a |ot of what
they' re doing. And so making sure that they
continue to be a part of what the process | ooks |ike,
whet her this would remain a use for the firehouse.

Because, as you know, our population is grow ng

and we need nore firehouses across the District,
including in Ward 4, to actually deal with the
popul ati on that we have growni ng.

Walter Reed is in addition, actually, to
the community of neighbors, and yet we still have
t he same anount of firehouses we had before we've
had all this growh.

So, this is not all said and done, but when
t he energency cane before us, it was, to ne, a snart
thing for us to try to I ook at what opportunities
we can bring. The market forces were not worKking,

right? W weren't able to create a non-vacant,
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bl i ghted property with resources and retail.

So, this was an opportunity for us to cone
t oget her with governnent resources and space and
say how do we reinmagine this as a conmunity. |It’s
not said and done. (obviously, wth disposition,
stuff has to conme to the Council and go through the
Counci| process, but | did want the opportunity for
a space like this to happen and for us to think about
how we could revitalize Georgia Avenue and what
potential there could be there for that.

So, we're going to take the feedback we
get fromtoday and have further conversations and
continue to work with DVMPED to see what this
possibility of this corner could be for our
conmuni ty, and what benefits can conme to our
conmuni ty, whether housing, jobs, retail, and just
the overall benefit to our entire community and not
sonet hing that we see, which is another business
or entity that's not really adding to the grow ng
community that we have here.

So, with that, thank you so nmuch to DMPED

for allowmng this. And, people, please don't
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forget that you can take a comment and submt your
remarks and testinony up until, | believe, February
6th. Thank you.

MR. GADA: Thank you so nuch
Counci | menber .

( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

M5. PHONSEYA: As a rem nder, if you have
nei ghbors or you have col |l eagues that weren't able
to cone today, they are still able to provide

coments up through February 6th, as Council nenber

referenced. W will be bringing them altogether
into a surplus package that will be submtted to
Council for their review and will be at their

determ nation of whether it wll be deened surpl us.
So, you know, pay attention to our website. W
wi |l have a page where we’'ll start putting up the
proj ect information.

Again, thank you for comng out. | think
it’s great to see the turnout and great to hear your
coments and remarks. As we nentioned, we're at
t he begi nning of the process and there will be

further neetings and hearings as we continue on
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t hr oughout the year.
MR GADA:
Year .

(Wher eupon,

went off the record at 7:34 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript
was duly recorded and accurately transcribed under
my direction; further, that said transcript is a
true and accurate record of the proceedi ngs; and
that I amneither counsel for, related to, nor

enpl oyed by any of the parties to this action in
which this matter was taken; and further that | am
not a relative nor an enployee of any of the parties
nor counsel enployed by the parties, and I am not
financially or otherwise interested in the outcone

of the acti on.
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